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stone, seizes upon the rash human being who
approaches too near its haunt after sunset* It
enters by the open mouth and possesses the man.
The magician is summoned to drive out the
"invader/' His procedure is very like that
already described as in use among the Muham-
madans. The unfortunate subject is beaten.
Incantations and fierce exorcisms are pronounced
and charms manufactured* So strong is the power
of hypnotism and suggestion on the impressionable
and superstitious Oriental that a cure is often
effected* The symptoms disappear and the patient
recovers.
There is another kind of possession in which
the man deliberately places himself at the disposal
of the devil and becomes its willing medium,
lending his body for indulgence in appetites that
are unnatural and often horrible.
Such a man is here depicted.
By certain ceremonies he has rendered himself
acceptable to his supernatural visitant; and by his
own mouth he announces the arrival and installation
of his terrible guest. Just such a man as this
appears once a year in an important blood festival
that takes place at Trichinopoly, He lends his
body to the malignant female demon of a certain